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Welcome to this issue of the ICC newsletter, which is concerned first and foremost with current
projects which the ICC is involved in, and with information about how projects are appropriated by
organisations and individuals and how the projects live on after the initial funding phase has come
to an end.

“It all sounds Chinese to me.”
If you want to know what this Chinese expression (left)
means, look for the information on the "Chinese for
Europeans/ Chinese4EU” Project below.

ICC now a member of EUCIS
But, before proceeding to describe the projects, we are proud
to announce that the ICC has become an associate member
of EUCIS - The European Civil Society Platform on Lifelong
Learning [<http://www.eucis-lll.eu/>], an association of 33
European networks concerned with lifelong education and
training. The ICC is the only association on this platform
active in the field of teaching and learning languages.
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ICC Co-chair, Ellinor Haase, presented the ICC at the EUCIS-LLL conference on “Rethinking
Learning: Transversal Competences in the spotlight” in Vilnius, Lithuania, 14 May 2013 (for
detailed information, click here).
Ellinor was subsequently contacted by a number of EUCIS member associations for more
information and advice on language learning and teaching.
The EUCIS platform should serve as a useful basis for extending the reach and influence of
the ICC in the areas of lifelong learning in Europe and beyond.
Honorary Members
This new category of membership was introduced in March, 2013, for personalities who
have served the ICC in some way to advance the aims, objectives and ethics of the
association. Their names, accompanied by brief cameo sketches outlining their backgrounds
and contributions to the ICC, will soon be found in a separate gallery on the ICC website.

Projects
Promoting Intercultural Competence in Translators
The aim of this project is to produce a comprehensive
toolkit to help higher education institutions within the EU to
introduce Intercultural Communication into their postgraduate programmes in translation.
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EUROVERSITY - http://www.euroversity.eu/ - a
three-year project which started in December
2011and finishes in November 2014, is a
network of 18 partners from 10 European
countries and a third country partner from Israel.
Target groups:
•
•
•
•

individuals working in the network and learners on courses associated with the
network;
project partners involved in the network
other organisations and learners with experience of working in virtual-world
environments
organisations and learners with little or no experience of learning
and teaching in
virtual world environments, but are (not) interested in establishing courses in virtual
environments.

EUROVERSITY continues ICC’s tradition of teaching and learning in the virtual world,
building on experience gained in LANCELOT, PELLIC and AVALON. Our main role as
partner in this large project in Second Life is that of dissemination.
EUROVERSITY has 19 partner organisations (chiefly universities) and is elaborating
learning scenarios in different contexts and different topics, e.g. languages, history,
architecture, arts etc. Some products already online are:
 Spanish at B1 and B2 level
 English as Lingua Franca
 Teaching in English
 Gaming
 North Sami
 Portuguese
 Electrical Engineering and Power Systems
 A Framework of Good Practice and Collection of Case Studies in a Wiki environment
EUROVERSITY is a fascinating experience - even for those unfamiliar with virtual worlds.
In the AVALON project at http://avalonlearning.eu/ in the section on ‘Teaching and learning
resources’
http://avalonlearning.pbworks.com/w/page/7682825/Introductory%20Multimedia%20kit%20
for%20learners you will find instructions on how to create an avatar, how to move in the
virtual world, how to link up with others etc. If you enjoy this way of teaching and learning,
join the EUROVERSITY network – you will find it an interesting experience on, perhaps, a
steep learning curve!
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Chinese for Europeans
This project started in December 2011 and finishing in
June 2013, is a network of 18 partners from 10 European
countries and a third country partner from Israel.

It is designed to bring Chinese language and culture closer to the representatives
of various age groups from all EU Member States, promoting the idea of Lifelong
Learning and intercultural dialogue, implementing innovative methodologies and
ICT tools, and improving the linguistic and intercultural competences of the
project end users.
It provides learning materials in the following five modules at level A1 (CEFR)
translated into 23 official EU languages
a basic module
a module for children
a module for students
a module for business people
a module for tourists
As mentioned above, the modules are at A1 level and target five different groups of learners.
They are intended as an introduction to and first steps towards learning Chinese and discovering
Chinese culture. The programme motivates learners to continue learning and/or to visit China.
Highlights: all modules and website texts are available in 23 European languages – a remarkable
feature for a European project. Projects are most often translated only into the languages of the
partners participating in the consortium. With this programme, you could, for example, learn
Chinese via Polish and correct your Chinese language via Portuguese!
Another interesting feature can be seen in the mobile phone apps for tourists: useful expressions
and dialogues can be downloaded for travelling, accommodation in hotels, eating and drinking,
health and safety and sightseeing.
All dialogues and expressions are available in audio format, and can be repeated as often as
needed. The module for children is particularly lively and attractive with animated comics and
other features popular with young children.
An important chapter on “Things to know before you go”, covering family life, traditions, childrearing and education, travelling and tourism and providing important information about business
life, rounds off the programme. The tips and advice in this part are designed to help the visitor
avoid some of the major pitfalls of the first-time visitor.
For further information, click here.
And here is the answer to the challenge posed at the beginning
of the newsletter! If you want to hear the greeting, please click
here.
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The International Week (10 - 14 June) brought together some 55 participants from the TUAS European
network. Apart from the congenial surroundings and the excellent preparation and execution of both the
professional encounters and the social programme, this event provided ample opportunity to catch up
on recent developments in associated organisations and to spread information about the work of the
ICC - projects, the ICC quality assurance scheme and ICC services for members. It also offered an
ideal opportunity to present the Chinese 4eu project mentioned above.
A highlight was the presentation of EUROVOLT by colleagues from the TUAS language centre. After
participating in the ELTACS project last year, two of the colleagues graduated as master trainiers, and
the TUAS language centre was accredited as a EUROLTA centre. Having also received state
recognition for EUROLTA, the centre is now offering EUROVOLT courses on a regular basis. This
“appropriation” of project contents and procedures and later distribution/implementation is exactly what
is envisaged for the results of all projects.
In addition, meetings were held for the preparation of two project bids for the next round of EU project
applications in which the ICC will be involved.
For further information about the programme of the week, click here.

ICC members are invited to share information about activities which they believe will be of interest to
other members by submitting copy to the ICC Head Office for publication in the next newsletters.
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