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 ELT Malta Conference: Inspiring Teachers  

 

6-7 September 2013, Malta 

 

Organised by the EFL Monitoring Board, 

Ministry for Education and Employment 

 

Radisson Blu Resort, St Julian’s 
 

 

Programme 
 

Day 1 – Friday 6 September 

 

 

12.30-14.00  Registration and Welcome Coffee 
 

 

14.00-14.45  Conference Opening – The Grand Ballroom 
  

Welcome by Mr Daniel Xerri, Chairperson of the EFL Monitoring Board 

 

Welcome by Hon Mr Evarist Bartolo, Minister for Education and Employment 

  

Welcome by Mr Josef Formosa Gauci, CEO, MTA  

 

  

 

14.45-15.30 Keynote Address 1 

 Jeremy Harmer 
 

Title   Yes, but why do we need teachers at all? 

 

Abstract 

We all think that teachers should motivate their students and help them to become 

successful learners – but what does that actually mean? And what is the balance of ‘the-

teacher-as-motivator’, and the teacher who knows – and knows how to help students 

know? Furthermore, in a world where people are offering digital solutions to learning 

problems, how has/will the teacher’s role change? This session will look at opinions from 

English Language Teaching – and from outside the field – to come up with a new way of 

looking at how we can help our students to be more effective. 

 

 



 

Telephone: (+356) 2598 2741     E-mail: efl.mb.mede@gov.mt 
2 

About Jeremy  

Jeremy Harmer has an international reputation as an author, teacher trainer and expert in 

ELT methodology. He has trained teachers and offered seminars all over the world. He is 

the author of methodology titles including How to teach Writing, How to Teach English, 

The Practice of English Language Teaching and Essential Teacher Knowledge, all 

published by Pearson ELT. He is the General Editor of the Longman Methodology List. 

His teaching days were spent in Mexico and the UK and since 1983 he has been a full-

time writer and freelance trainer. His course materials and teachers’ guides are used all 

over the world. 

 

 

 

15.30-16.15  Keynote Address 2 

Ben Goldstein 
 

Title   The moving image: A history of video in ELT 

 

Abstract 

From the BBC’s crash course Follow Me in the 70s, through to the 90s concept of 

“Active Viewing” and today’s YouTube Generation, how has the role of video changed 

in the last 50 years? This personal journey will trace how the moving image has moved 

on and analyse the part it will play in the decentralized classrooms of the future 

 

About Ben  

Ben Goldstein has taught English for twenty-five years in the UK, Spain and Hong Kong. 

He is on the teaching faculty at The New School’s online MA TESOL program (New 

York). He is lead author of the (young) adult course book series New Framework and 

New American Framework (Richmond) as well as the newly published The Big Picture 

and American Big Picture (Richmond). He has also published the teachers’ methodology 

handbook Working with Images (Cambridge). His other interests lie in intercultural 

issues, identity, and English as an International Language. 
  

 

 

16.15-16.45  Coffee Break 
 

 

 

16.45-17.30  Workshops 1, 2, 3, 4 
 

Workshop 1 Nicholas Peachey 
 

Title Taking care of your own continuing professional development 

(CPD) 
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Abstract 

How can teachers access online networks and resources to ensure that they stay in touch 

with their profession and continue to grow as practitioners? This area is of particular 

importance in a time when education is starting to go through a period of rapid change 

due to the influence of new technology. Awareness of online resources, digital 

networking practices and information literacies can help you to ensure that you continue 

to develop whilst building a personal profile within the global online community. In this 

session, I will demonstrate how I have built my own personal learning network and how I 

manage information through it in an ergonomic and efficient way to ensure that I access 

the best online resources. I will also show how you, as teachers, can exploit a growing 

range of opportunities for online professional development. 

 

About Nicholas 

Nicholas Peachey has worked as an ELT Teacher, Teacher Trainer and ICT trainer for 

both British Council and International House in schools around the world. He is also a 

materials writer and has worked on a number of CD-ROM projects for British Council 

and Longman ELT and contributed both teaching and training materials to a number of 

websites. In May 2012 he won a British Council Elton for Excellence in Course 

Innovation for the Blended Learning in ELT course. He is an experienced virtual and 

physical conference presenter and has delivered educational technology related talks and 

workshops at major conferences all over the world. 

  

 

Workshop 2  Susan Hayes 
 

Title How to grow the impact, effectiveness and enjoyment of 

a classroom experience 

  

Abstract 

What difference does adding the English language as a foreign language make to a 

student’s life, to the economic growth of a country and to the wider global community? 

In this fascinating brief, we follow the path of the legacy of a teacher into all facets of 

society. In addition, all teachers want more effective learning, shorter preparation  

time and greater engagement in their classrooms. There is a plethora of tips, techniques 

and tools and to achieve each and every one of these aims. As an economic textbook and 

personal finance author, a founder of an international training company and an eLearning 

practitioner, Susan Hayes will take the audience through the following; 

  

·         The economic impact of the EFL profession 

·         Matching the teaching style with the learning style 

·         Innovative, super-fast, engaging techniques to use in the classroom 

      · External freely-available resources to increase retention and enjoyment of 

topics 
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Abstract 

How can teachers access online networks and resources to ensure that they stay in touch 

with their profession and continue to grow as practitioners? This area is of particular 

importance in a time when education is starting to go through a period of rapid change 

due to the influence of new technology. Awareness of online resources, digital 

networking practices and information literacies can help you to ensure that you continue 

to develop whilst building a personal profile within the global online community. In this 

session, I will demonstrate how I have built my own personal learning network and how I 

manage information through it in an ergonomic and efficient way to ensure that I access 

the best online resources. I will also show how you, as teachers, can exploit a growing 

range of opportunities for online professional development. 

 

About Nicholas 

Nicholas Peachey has worked as an ELT Teacher, Teacher Trainer and ICT trainer for 

both British Council and International House in schools around the world. He is also a 

materials writer and has worked on a number of CD-ROM projects for British Council 

and Longman ELT and contributed both teaching and training materials to a number of 

websites. In May 2012 he won a British Council Elton for Excellence in Course 

Innovation for the Blended Learning in ELT course. He is an experienced virtual and 

physical conference presenter and has delivered educational technology related talks and 

workshops at major conferences all over the world. 

  

 

Workshop 2  Susan Hayes 
 

Title How to grow the impact, effectiveness and enjoyment of 

a classroom experience 

  

Abstract 

What difference does adding the English language as a foreign language make to a 

student’s life, to the economic growth of a country and to the wider global community? 

In this fascinating brief, we follow the path of the legacy of a teacher into all facets of 

society. In addition, all teachers want more effective learning, shorter preparation  

time and greater engagement in their classrooms. There is a plethora of tips, techniques 

and tools and to achieve each and every one of these aims. As an economic textbook and 

personal finance author, a founder of an international training company and an eLearning 

practitioner, Susan Hayes will take the audience through the following; 

  

·         The economic impact of the EFL profession 

·         Matching the teaching style with the learning style 

·         Innovative, super-fast, engaging techniques to use in the classroom 

      · External freely-available resources to increase retention and enjoyment of 

topics 
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About Susan  

Susan Hayes is Managing Director of Hayes Culleton – an international financial training 

company specialising in eLearning delivery, which is also a corporate affiliate of 

FinanceMalta. She has co-authored the latest market-leading second level economics 

textbook in Ireland called Positive Economics. In addition, she published The Savvy 

Woman’s Guide to Financial Freedom this year with Penguin. Susan was a finalist at 

Enterprise Europe Network Rising Star Awards in 2011. She has a BSc Financial Maths 

& Economics and is a CFA Level III Candidate. Susan has delivered financial training 

for Bank of Valletta and Malta Institute of Accountants, as well as being invited to speak 

at the University of Malta. She regularly contributes to the national and international 

media including the Times of Malta, as “The Positive Economist”. 

 

 

Workshop 3 Odette Vassallo and Daniel Xerri 
 

Title   Action research in ELT 

 

Abstract 

This workshop will explore the concept of English language teachers conducting 

classroom research as a means of improving their pedagogical practices and enhancing 

their students’ learning experience. Action research encourages reflective teaching 

through an analysis of classroom practices and an evaluation of outcomes. It also allows 

teachers to gauge recurring problems their students encounter during the language 

learning process, and determine ways of addressing them. In this workshop we shall 

discuss ways in which teachers can include research in their portfolio of knowledge and 

skills. For example, we shall show how corpus driven action research may offer both an 

analytic and intervention tool for the English teacher. By the end of this session, 

participants will be able to assess the key role that action research may have in supporting 

their teaching and CPD. 

 

About Odette and Daniel 

Odette Vassallo is Director of Centre for English Language Proficiency and Lecturer in 

the Department of English, University of Malta. She has presented at international 

conferences and is involved in a number of research projects, in the areas of applied 

linguistics, pedagogical stylistics, corpus linguistics and the learner reader. Odette is 

currently involved in the design and implementation of a support structure for university 

students to enhance their proficiency in English. 

 

Daniel Xerri teaches English at the University of Malta Junior College and chairs the 

EFL Monitoring Board. He is actively involved in researching English pedagogy and his 

work has featured in academic journals, books and professional publications. Daniel 

regularly presents his research at a range of international conferences. In 2013 the 

National Association for the Teaching of English (NATE) in the United Kingdom 

awarded him a prize for research. 
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Workshop 4 Evan Frendo 
 

Title   Teaching English for the workplace – are we doing it right? 

 

Abstract 

As ELT teachers many of us focus on teaching adults, and many adults need to use their 

English in a professional context. But do we really target what our students need, or do 

we do stuff because “this is the way it’s done in ELT”? In this interactive workshop I 

would like to explore some of the things that we teachers tend to do in our classes, and 

investigate whether or not what we are doing is actually in the best interests of our adult 

students. Specifically, I would like to look at some of the language areas we focus on, the 

sorts of materials we use, and how we evaluate what we are teaching. 

 

About Evan  

Evan is a freelance Business English trainer, teacher trainer and author specializing in 

Business English and English for Specific Purposes. He has wide experience of the 

Business English industry, having worked in companies both large and small in various 

parts of the world. While he is now based in Berlin, he is a frequent speaker at 

conferences, and thus travels regularly in Europe and Asia to run courses or to work as a 

consultant. Evan has published various books over the years, including How to Teach 

Business English (Longman, 2005), and most recently, four books in Pearson’s new 

Vocational English series. 

 

 
       

17.30-18.15  Workshops 5, 6, 7, 8 
 

 

Workshop 5 Pam Borg 
 

Title The interactive white board revolution in the TEFL classroom 

 

Abstract  

Interactive whiteboards are rapidly becoming a common classroom resource. The 

integration of the IWB allows teachers to manipulate the technology in order to 

encourage and develop active language learning. Effective use of an IWB encompasses 

and extends a range of teaching styles. It also supports and extends a wider range of 

learning styles – but, as with any ICT tool, its success depends on effective use. In this 

workshop we take a look at how to create new and interesting IWB learning opportunities 

even the most technophobic of teachers can feel at ease with in the classroom. Any 

school just using an IWB as a glorified old-fashioned whiteboard is missing out on so 

many brilliant opportunities. In terms of using IWBs to create exciting, fun lessons that 

engage the students and help them learn, the sky’s the limit! 
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About Pam  

Pam Borg is a freelance IWB teacher trainer and academic consultant with over 10 years’ 

experience on Hitachi StarBoard, SmartBoard and Promethean IWBs in the UK, Italy and 

Malta. Currently, she’s working with ACE English School Malta on an IWB Teacher 

Training and Resource Development Programme. She has also worked as an English 

Language Course Director and Online Lecturer for ISEG and UNIDAF in Senegal, West 

Africa; as well as teaching in mainstream education in the UK. 
 

 

Workshop 6 Caroline Campbell 
 

Title   Art and craft in the classroom: A waste of time? 

 

Abstract 

Teachers are often wary of using art and craft in language lessons, despite the fact that 

young learners often find them appealing. Engaging in such activities can sometimes be 

time-consuming, expensive, messy and frustrating. However, there is a bright side. In this 

workshop we will explore how creative art and craft activities can make the experience of 

learning fun, while using language in a relevant and practical manner. The workshop will 

therefore highlight the importance of choosing appropriate activities that lead to language 

learning. While doing art and craft, young learners interact meaningfully with their 

teacher and peers, practising all the language skills. This workshop will outline how 

teachers can turn creative activities into more effective language learning experiences.  

The participants will get the opportunity to trial this. By the end of the workshop, the 

audience will have a more positive outlook on using creativity in the classroom. 

 

About Caroline  

Caroline Campbell is currently the Director of Studies of Easy School of Languages. She 

has been involved in the EFL industry since 2001. She has taught students of all ages and 

levels, both in monolingual and multilingual environments, in Italy and Malta. She also 

has extensive experience in teaching young learners and enjoys training other teachers in 

this area. 

 

 

Workshop 7 Natasha Fabri 
  

Title Reading 2.0: Teaching communicative reading skills using 

online materials 

Abstract 

This session is inspired by my article ‘Giving learners the right tools to read news 

articles’ (MATEFL newsletter, July 2013). We will explore practical ways to use 

technology in the classroom using online materials. It is important to give our learners the 

tools to read more effectively. When we focus on reading, it is crucial to develop good 

“survival” skills. The best way to do this is by developing the learners’ metacognition, 

i.e. the awareness of one’s own cognitive processes, while they read. However, one must 

not forget that the genre, i.e. type of text, they are reading determines the skills set they 
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will need. With such a wide array of authentic and non/authentic online materials at our 

disposal, giving learners the right tools to read effectively in the digital age has never 

been more important both in and out of the classroom.  

 

About Natasha 

Natasha Fabri has been an online/offline ELT trainer for 13 years. She spent seven years 

freelancing in beautiful Lisbon, Portugal before returning to Malta in 2012. As a new 

board member on MATEFL, she is passionate about technology in the classroom and 

giving teacher training workshops. 

 

 

Workshop 8 Regine Hampel and Martina Emke  

  

Title Developing online teaching skills for the 21st century 

classroom 

 

Abstract  

Developing Online Teaching Skills (DOTS, http://dots.ecml.at/) is a project supported by 

the Council of Europe’s European Centre for Modern Languages (www.ecml.at). Its 

initial aim was to create an online toolkit and an online training space for language 

professionals who want to engage with online teaching. The DOTS toolkit consists of 

activities based on an analysis of the needs of language teachers faced with an increasing 

requirement to move teaching and learning online, keep abreast with latest technological 

developments and apply those that are most suitable in their teaching. In the second 

phase, DOTS and its follow-up project. More DOTS are providing training and 

consultancy activities such as workshops or presentations. This workshop will target 

English language teachers and is designed to raise their awareness of the need for an 

approach to online language teaching that integrates pedagogy with technology. It will 

give participants an overview of the resources that DOTS offers and engage them in a 

discussion of their skills and training needs. Participants will be encouraged to take part 

in self-training to develop the necessary skills in an online Moodle workspace that 

provides graded and supported tasks and also interactive spaces for sharing experiences 

and ideas.  

  

About  Regine and Martina 

Regine Hampel is a Senior Lecturer in Modern Languages at the Open University and 

Director for Postgraduate Studies in the Centre for Research in Education and 

Educational Technology. Her research focuses on the impact of using digital media for 

language learning and teaching. She is particularly interested in the affordances of new 

technologies, task design, learner interaction and collaboration, online literacies, and 

teacher training. She has been involved in a number of national and international projects, 

including DOTS (funded by the ECML). Her publications include the book Online 

communication in language learning and teaching. She is co-editor of System: An 

International Journal of Educational Technology and Applied Linguistics. 
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Martina Emke is a teacher of English and Business Studies at b.i.b. International College 

in Hannover, Germany. She has taught ESL to adults both face-to-face and in virtual 

environments for over ten years. Her special interests lie with different forms of 

intercultural, tele-collaborative learning, such as tandem learning, and with the social 

skills needed to support virtual learning communities. Martina has been involved in 

several projects under the European Union’s Lifelong Learning Programme and projects 

funded by the ECML, such as DOTS. 

 

 

  

18.15-19.00  Keynote Address 3 

Terry Lamb 
 

Title Catering for individual needs in the context of the 21
st
 century 

English classroom 

 

Abstract 

Patterns of language learning are changing throughout the world; in addition to language 

specialists, increasing numbers of adults and children are choosing to learn a language 

not as a specialist subject but as an additional skill, ancillary to the main area of study. 

Global developments mean that languages are needed for various purposes and to varying 

levels. Learners are therefore turning to alternative forms of study, hence the rapid 

growth of self-access language centres in universities and colleges, of technological 

developments for learning, of more flexible teaching and learning methods in classrooms, 

and of intensive programmes overseas. One thing that these all have in common is the 

need for teachers to cater for an ever-increasing range of learners’ needs. This talk 

considers the implications for the learner and the teacher of such learning contexts, 

focusing on the types of knowledge, skills and strategies needed for intensive and 

sustained motivation and commitment and, hence, for effective learning. It will offer 

insights into ways of not only catering for diverse learners, but also encouraging them to 

become more effective learners, willing and able to take control of their own learning. 

The talk will touch on concepts such as learner autonomy, differentiation, assessment for 

learning, metacognitive knowledge, and sustaining intrinsic motivation.  

 

About Terry  

Terry Lamb is Director of Learning and Teaching in the School of Education, University 

of Sheffield. He has authored and edited numerous publications in the areas of learner 

autonomy, multilingualism and teacher development, is founder editor of the 

International Journal of Innovation in Language Learning and Teaching, and a member 

of many other editorial boards of academic journals and book series. He has carried out 

consultancies and presented keynote papers in many countries around the world, and has 

been involved in numerous national and international research projects, including several 

through his close relationship with the European Centre for Modern Languages in Graz, 

Austria. Terry plays a major role in the development of language policy in the UK and 

internationally. He is former President of the UK Association for Language Learning and 
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current President of FIPLV (Fédération Internationale des Professeurs de Langues 

Vivantes), the world federation of language teacher associations. 
 

 

19.00-21.30 Networking Reception 

 

The reception will be held in the same hotel. We recommend that all 

participants stay on after the last talk on day one for an informal reception. 
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Martina Emke is a teacher of English and Business Studies at b.i.b. International College 

in Hannover, Germany. She has taught ESL to adults both face-to-face and in virtual 

environments for over ten years. Her special interests lie with different forms of 

intercultural, tele-collaborative learning, such as tandem learning, and with the social 

skills needed to support virtual learning communities. Martina has been involved in 

several projects under the European Union’s Lifelong Learning Programme and projects 

funded by the ECML, such as DOTS. 
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Day 2 – Saturday 7 September 
 

 

07.30-09.00  Registration and Welcome Coffee 
 

 

 

09.00-09.45  Keynote Address 4 

   Ken Wilson 
 

Title Motivating the unmotivated – ten ways to get your students to 

DO something 

 

Abstract 

What motivates your students to come to your class? Statistics suggest that most of 

them aren’t driven by the desire to learn English, so you the teacher have to motivate 

and engage them. This is not always easy, especially if they are at the end of a long, 

hard week or ‘aren’t in the mood’. At times like this, you need to challenge them, make 

them curious and encourage them to be imaginative. Sometimes you simply have to 

find out what they’re good at or even give them responsibility for what happens in the 

class. In this talk, I will suggest ten ways that you can engage their interest, access their 

prior knowledge and use their talents and at the same time, make your classroom the 

place they want to come back to. 

 

About Ken  

Ken Wilson is a teacher trainer and ELT author. He trained to be an English teacher with 

International House London and taught English in Seville before moving back to IH 

London, where he worked as a teacher and teacher trainer before going freelance. In the 

seventies, he wrote and recorded Mister Monday, the first-ever collection of ELT songs. 

Since then he has written and recorded about 150 language teaching songs. Until 2002, he 

was artistic director of the English Teaching Theatre, a theatre company that used to tour 

the world performing stage-shows for learners of English. Ken attends a lot of ELT 

conferences and usually gives workshops on using music and drama. 
 

 

 

09.45-10.30  Keynote Address 5 

   John Hughes 
 

Title The three i’s of using video in the classroom 

 

Abstract 

Video in the classroom has a reputation for being merely entertainment and if used 

incorrectly that’s all it will be. But a short video clip also has the power to INTEREST 

and engage learners in a lesson. Longer content-rich video can INFORM students so they 

learn something new about the world as well as learning language. Thirdly, effective use 
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of video allows us to INTEGRATE all four language skills in a video-based lesson. In 

this talk I’ll illustrate these three i’s by using video material from a range of sources and 

demonstrating a series of practical activities you can use in your classroom tomorrow.  

 

About John  

John Hughes has worked in ELT for over twenty years as a teacher, teacher trainer and 

director of studies. He regularly gives presentations and runs workshops in different parts 

of the world. He is also an author with over 20 ELT books. His books for National 

Geographic Learning include Spotlight on FCE, Practical Grammar, Total Business and 

the new six-level National Geographic course for adult learners called Life. In the past, 

John has run a number of teacher training courses in Malta and given workshops for 

MATEFL. He’s very happy to back! 

 

 

10.30-11.00  Coffee Break 

 

 

 

11.00-11.45  Keynote Address 6 

   Adrian Underhill 
 

Title ‘Pronunciation, the Cinderella of ELT, and the two princes….’ 

 

 

Abstract   

We talk about integrating pronunciation into language learning and teaching, but the fact 

remains that in teacher training and in materials development pronunciation is the 

outsider of the language systems, and has been so for perhaps 50 years. I will explore two 

underlying reasons for its prolonged outsider status, and propose and describe a practical 

solution for each, accompanying each with participatory demonstrations, questions and 

discussion. 

 

 

About Adrian  

Adrian Underhill works as an international ELT consultant and trainer. He runs training 

courses, writes articles, works as series editor for the Macmillan Books for Teachers and 

regularly speaks at conferences. Adrian has been interested in pronunciation for a very 

long time, and has written Sound Foundations: Learning and Teaching Pronunciation. 

Over the years he has been a teacher, trainer, director of studies, and also director of the 

International Teacher Training Institute at International House in Hastings. He started to 

work as a freelance consultant in 1999. He is also a past president of IATEFL.  
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11.45-12.30  Workshops 9, 10, 11, 12 

 

Workshop 9 Jeremy Harmer 
 

Title   What makes language practice good practice? 

 

Abstract 

Everyone knows that you can’t learn a language without practice. But what kind of 

practice is good practice? And what is role or function of practice anyway? In this session 

participants will try to decide how to recognise good practice activities, how to design 

good practice activities, and how to learn about good practice from students. 

 

About Jeremy 

Jeremy Harmer has an international reputation as an author, teacher trainer and expert in 

ELT methodology. He has trained teachers and offered seminars all over the world. He is 

the author of methodology titles including How to teach Writing, How to Teach English, 

The Practice of English Language Teaching and Essential Teacher Knowledge, all 

published by Pearson ELT. He is the General Editor of the Longman Methodology List. 

His teaching days were spent in Mexico and the UK and since 1983 he has been a full-

time writer and freelance trainer. His course materials and teachers’ guides are used all 

over the world. 

 

 

Workshop 10 Vanessa Esteves   
 

Title The digital young learners classroom: A haven for 21st century 

learning 

 

Abstract 

This session will look at how to have fun with English and technology with young 

learners. Throughout the session, we will be looking at how technology can help you 

reach and teach your students while developing their 21st century skills. Be sure to bring 

your student and teacher hat along! 

   

About  Vanessa 

Vanessa Esteves has been teaching English as a Foreign Language in Portugal for the 

past 18 years to learners of all ages in private institutes, state schools as well as the 

Faculty of Letters in Porto. She is currently teaching at Escola Superior de Educação in 

Porto. She has an M.A. in Anglo-American Studies and has been involved in teacher 

training on a national and international level in countries such as Saudi Arabia, 

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Serbia, Romania, Turkey, Croatia and Slovenia. At the moment 

she is involved in writing course material for EFL students in Portugal. 
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Workshop 11 Steve Lever   
 

Title The CLIL approach – Learn to read, read to learn… 

 

Abstract   

CLIL has recently been reappearing on conference schedules around the world. This 

would seem to indicate that teachers are re-examining the benefits this approach to 

language teaching can bring. It would be fair to say that mainstream interest in CLIL had 

dropped off for a while. Many teachers, it seemed, could not surmount some of the 

practical (and very real) difficulties involved in setting up a whole CLIL programme. 

However, as teachers increasingly try to explore the connection between language 

learning and real language use, there is renewed interest in techniques that can help 

learners use what they learn in a meaningful and motivating way. In this session, we 

examine how we might use ‘soft CLIL’ in the classroom. This approach makes use of the 

content/language connection, but via the language classroom, not the whole school. We 

will look at how to handle it and what we might expect it to produce. 

 

About  Steve 

Steve Lever holds a BA (Hons) from Leeds University. After working as a teacher for 

eleven years, he spent the last twelve years delivering workshops and seminars. He has 

been a plenary speaker at many international conferences, involved in joint projects with 

the British Council and education ministries in various countries, as well as writing 

articles for various ELT journals. 

 

 

Workshop 12 Julia Alivertis and Jeffrey Doonan  
 

Title Listen to your eyes 

 

Abstract 

Integrating art stimulates visual learning so our learners become more culturally aware 

and their critical abilities are enhanced. Through this interaction students see influences 

of cultures, society and generational differences. While looking at art across the genres 

students begin to understand and reflect on their emotions and make connections between 

art and other disciplines. The workshop begins by soliciting opinions, followed by a short 

Q&A session, as to what art is and why those opinions are held. Once the previously held 

opinions have been awakened, challenged and destabilized a few paintings will be 

discussed through connection to other arts. By introducing music and literature the 

paintings will be revisited and interpretations will be solicited in many different ways 

giving participants with different likes and abilities a variety of ways to express 

themselves. Participants will be given the opportunity to re-create a well-known artwork 

in their own personality (or to create on their own), which upon completion will be 

exhibited and ‘critiqued’, something that should happen whenever such activities take 

place in the classroom.   
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About  Julia and Jeffrey 

Julia Alivertis has been a teacher of English for more than 25 years and a part-time 

teacher trainer for state school teachers, while keeping active in many extra-curricular 

activities, such as being the organizer of ‘The Preveza Event’ for TESOL Greece.  

 

Jeffrey Doonan has been a teacher of English and the Social Sciences for more than 25 

years. Currently living and learning in Ankara, Turkey, he has lived around the eastern 

end of the Mediterranean for more than two decades now and fully enjoys the cultures, 

cuisines and lifestyles of the area. 

 

 

 

12.30-13.30  Lunch 

 

    

 

13.30-14.15  Workshops  13, 14, 15, 16 

 

 

Workshop 13 Steve Lever   
 

Title Teaching for and beyond the test 

 

Abstract   

The modern teacher sometimes finds him/herself in a dilemma: modern methodology 

tells us that we must teach learners ‘real world language’, while we still have the pressure 

of getting our learners through exams. As exams often seem to lag behind advances in 

methodology, which of the two should the teacher focus on? We will discuss some of the 

changes made to exams in recent years and see what this might tell us. Then, we shall 

look at the traditionally tested skill areas (reading, writing, listening, and speaking) and I 

will suggest that there is a middle ground between the demands of exams and real-world 

use. It will be shown that by asking our learners to engage with the language through 

activities that encourage not only language use but also reflection, we can help our 

learners develop habits that will be useful in school and outside it. While it may not 

always be the case that ‘real-world’ language and ‘exam’ language are the same, I intend 

to show that learners who are confident in English and in charge of their thinking will be 

able to deal with the language wherever it appears. 

  

About  Steve 

Steve Lever holds a BA (Hons) from Leeds University. After working as a teacher for 

eleven years, he spent the last twelve years delivering workshops and seminars. He has 

been a plenary speaker at many international conferences, involved in joint projects with 

the British Council and Education ministries in various countries, as well as writing 

articles for various ELT journals. 
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Workshop 14 Ray M. Cassar   

 

Title What does the “Do” do? 

 

Abstract    

This workshop is designed around the verb system of English. It attempts to introduce an 

innovative and practical approach to syllabus and lesson design based on the premise that 

the verb system is the “spinal column” of the English language. This is combined with a 

fresh look at the tenses of English as they interact with six universal linguistic functions 

that are at the basis of language learning at large.  

 

About Ray 

Ray Cassar holds a BA (Hons) degree in English Literature and Linguistics and a 

Master’s degree in Applied Linguistics from the University of Malta. He also holds a 

Master’s degree in Education and the Teaching of English Overseas (TEO) from the 

University of Manchester, which he attended as a British Council Scholar. He is one of 

the pioneers of the ELT industry in Malta and is a co-founder of FELTOM, the 

Federation of English Language Schools in Malta where he served as vice-president for 

the first five years since its inception. He served on the first EFL Monitoring Board and 

delivered the first teacher training courses introduced by FELTOM. He also contributed 

to the drafting of the first law concerning EFL schools in Malta. Throughout his career 

Ray set up four EFL schools and served for 22 years as Local Secretary and Chief Oral 

Examiner for UCLES, having introduced the Cambridge English examinations to Malta 

in 1980. He has recently published his first collection of poems in English entitled The 

Ship of Clouds (Publish America, USA). Ray is currently a TELT examiner and teaching 

Business English at Chamber College. 

 

 

Workshop 15 Alan Marsh  
 

Title Creative automaticity and language practice  

 

Abstract    

Thornbury, taking his cue from Gatbonton and Segalowitz (1988), argues that there is a 

place for language practice activities in a communicative context – not because they 

themselves necessarily contribute directly to fluency but because they free up the mind to 

attend to real, unpredictable features of spoken communication. In this workshop, Alan 

briefly describes eight salient features characteristic of practice tasks designed to promote 

‘creative automaticity’ (features which are generally absent in many published language 

practice materials) and offers some practical examples of language practice activities 

which fit these criteria and which are engaging, memorable, creative and perhaps 

innovative. 
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to the drafting of the first law concerning EFL schools in Malta. Throughout his career 

Ray set up four EFL schools and served for 22 years as Local Secretary and Chief Oral 

Examiner for UCLES, having introduced the Cambridge English examinations to Malta 

in 1980. He has recently published his first collection of poems in English entitled The 

Ship of Clouds (Publish America, USA). Ray is currently a TELT examiner and teaching 

Business English at Chamber College. 

 

 

Workshop 15 Alan Marsh  
 

Title Creative automaticity and language practice  

 

Abstract    

Thornbury, taking his cue from Gatbonton and Segalowitz (1988), argues that there is a 

place for language practice activities in a communicative context – not because they 

themselves necessarily contribute directly to fluency but because they free up the mind to 

attend to real, unpredictable features of spoken communication. In this workshop, Alan 

briefly describes eight salient features characteristic of practice tasks designed to promote 

‘creative automaticity’ (features which are generally absent in many published language 

practice materials) and offers some practical examples of language practice activities 

which fit these criteria and which are engaging, memorable, creative and perhaps 

innovative. 
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About Alan 

Alan Marsh has been a teacher and teacher trainer for many years (he’s stopped 

counting). For the past twenty years he has lived in Malta, where he trains teachers on 

Cambridge CELTA and DELTA courses, writes materials, and is the president of 

MATEFL. He also regularly travels to various European countries to deliver Comenius-

funded teacher training courses. 

 

 

Workshop 16 Pia Zammit 
 

Title Zen and the art of voice maintenance 

 

Abstract 

As teachers, our most valuable asset is our voice. And yet, we tend to take this wonderful 

instrument for granted and abuse, misuse and misdirect it. This workshop aims to help 

you keep your voice in tip-top shape, and also to further your vocal skills. Learn how to 

command respect, make your lessons more dynamic and how to calm down that class of 

rowdy teenagers who just won’t shut up. 

 

About Pia 

Pia Zammit and TEFL have had an on-again, off-again relationship since 1994. However, 

they have been a steady item for the last thirteen years and are still very much in love. 

They live in harmony at Skylark School of English in Msida – where Pia is the Director 

of Studies. 

 

 

14.30-15.15  Workshops 17, 18, 19, 20, 21   

 

 

Workshop 17 Evridiki Dakos 
  

Title Multiple intelligences in ELT classes 

 

Abstract 

“…human beings are better described as having several relatively independent 

information processing capacities, which I call the ‘Multiple Intelligences’” – 

Howard Earl Gardner. In this hands-on workshop of multiple intelligences Evridiki will 

guide participants to discover their own predominant intelligences as well as to identify 

all intelligences in detail through activities and a brief input session. She will also lead a 

discussion on the ways of conducting and combining lessons with activities and 

techniques that include more than one intelligence in order to address more types of 

learners who perceive and express the world with different intelligences. 
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About Evridiki 

Evridiki Dakos is an EFL author of young learners. She is a graduate of Marmara 

University and has been teaching all ages for 22 years. She is a certified pre-school 

teacher, a Montessori teacher assistant, teacher trainer, ELT speaker and blogger, 

Cambridge ESOL exam coach and oral examiner for YLE and KET/PET. She also holds 

a CELTA. She believes learning is a lifelong process. 

 

 

Workshop 18 Jean Sciberras 
  

Title   Let’s connect 

 

Abstract 

Writing unfortunately often tends to be left by the wayside in the CLT classroom as it’s 

considered boring and not interactive enough. When it comes to exams and assessment 

however, it is as important as all the other skills, if not more. How can we improve 

students’ writing in an interactive and creative way? In this workshop we will look at one 

way of doing this by focusing on one kind of discourse marker: linkers. We will be taking 

a look at some collaborative activities that will dispel the notion of ‘solitary’ work, 

invariably and erroneously associated with writing. 

 

About Jean 

Jean Sciberras has a BA (Hons) in English, CELTA, DELTA and a postgraduate 

certificate in ELT management from Aston University.  She has been tefling for the past 

28 years, concentrating on teacher training for the past 12. She is also a CELTA trainer. 

She is still as enthusiastic and idealistic as on the first day she started, cutting and pasting 

away and trying to reinvent the wheel. 

 

 

Workshop 19 Steve Lever   
 

Title Teaching the digital natives 

 

Abstract    

Those of us who remember cassettes will be all too aware of how technology has 

changed over the last few years. It is important for us to be aware that this is not some 

passing fad, it is now the way of things and progress does not run backwards.  

Technology and the Internet are no longer merely ways of doing things faster, they have 

had a marked effect on all aspects of life, both professional and social and have changed 

the way our learners experience life and possibly how they think. Whether we like it or 

not, this is the way of the future. If we, as teachers, wish to connect with the world our 

learners inhabit, we need to embrace technology and ask how we can utilise it to help us 

in what we wish to do. In this presentation we hope to prove that the right technology, 

when used correctly in the classroom, can help liberate both the teacher and the student, 

allowing them to spend more time on the productive and fun aspects of the lesson, and 
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Workshop 18 Jean Sciberras 
  

Title   Let’s connect 

 

Abstract 

Writing unfortunately often tends to be left by the wayside in the CLT classroom as it’s 

considered boring and not interactive enough. When it comes to exams and assessment 

however, it is as important as all the other skills, if not more. How can we improve 
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Workshop 19 Steve Lever   
 

Title Teaching the digital natives 

 

Abstract    

Those of us who remember cassettes will be all too aware of how technology has 

changed over the last few years. It is important for us to be aware that this is not some 

passing fad, it is now the way of things and progress does not run backwards.  

Technology and the Internet are no longer merely ways of doing things faster, they have 

had a marked effect on all aspects of life, both professional and social and have changed 

the way our learners experience life and possibly how they think. Whether we like it or 

not, this is the way of the future. If we, as teachers, wish to connect with the world our 

learners inhabit, we need to embrace technology and ask how we can utilise it to help us 

in what we wish to do. In this presentation we hope to prove that the right technology, 

when used correctly in the classroom, can help liberate both the teacher and the student, 

allowing them to spend more time on the productive and fun aspects of the lesson, and 
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enable colleagues to more easily employ teaching tools that help more of our learners 

understand and participate in the lesson.  

 

About  Steve 

Steve Lever holds a BA (Hons) from Leeds University. After working as a teacher for 

eleven years, he spent the last twelve years delivering workshops and seminars. He has 

been a plenary speaker at many international conferences, involved in joint projects with 

the British Council and Education ministries in various countries, as well as writing 

articles for various ELT journals. 

 

 

Workshop 20 Louis Grech  
 

Title   Live lesson observation feedback 

 

Abstract    

EFL teachers are always being encouraged to take a step back from their daily routines 

and....reflect. But as a teacher trainer, do I do the same? Do I refrain from my self-

perceived ‘mission’ of forever dishing out pearls of wisdom to my stressed-out teachers 

and trainees and stop to think how I deliver my feedback? In this talk, Louis will attempt 

to analyse aspects of teacher training feedback, recognise different feedback modes, and 

in so doing, maybe suggest a modus operandi for fellow trainers and…himself! 

 

About Louis  

Louis Grech has been involved in ELT since the late 1970s. He has held the post of DoS 

and Teacher Training Manager at the NSTS-English Language Institute since 1985. He is 

also a Cambridge ESOL CELTA Assessor, Main Course Tutor and a Centre Exams 

Manager. In recent years, he’s travelled to lead Communicative Language Teaching 

methodology seminars for non-native EFL teachers in a number of European countries. 

He has also done consultancy work on various ELT-connected projects both locally, with 

the EFL Monitoring Board, and abroad. 

 

 

Workshop 21 Sandra Attard Montalto 
 

Title   Teaching listening? Seriously? Teach…or TEST? 

 

Abstract    

Of the four skills, the two highlighted as productive are speaking and writing. Listening 

and reading are bundled together as receptive. But are they quite the same? Think of your 

own language learning. Was it quite the same? And do we approach a foreign language 

article with the same amount of trepidation with which we approach a listening session – 

face-to-face, in a movie, or on the Internet? This session aims to debunk the perception 

that listening is a skill that is just receptive. It aims to highlight what the problems are 

with listening. During the session, we will try to understand the problems students face 

when listening. We will look at what listening involves, and why a language learner is 
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often confused, terrified or loses hope. We will try to tackle the problem of why teachers 

test listening and not teach active listening. 

 

About  Sandra 

Sandra Attard Montalto is the Director of Academic Development & Training at ETI, 

formerly DOS/Centre Manager at Bell Malta. She has taught primary, teens and EFL 

adults – Business and ESP. Coming from a scientific background, Sandra hopes to shatter 

the illusion that language learning and science are two different disciplines. Sandra is also 

an examiner for IELTS, TEA Examiner (Aviation English) and inactive examiner for 

Cambridge. Sandra has come across extremely diverse situations in her teaching 

experience. Recently, she has devoted her time to teacher training, with teachers from all 

over the world. Topics include methodology, using ICT, Business English, intercultural 

skills and leadership. 

 

 

15.15-15.45 Closing Ceremony and Launch of Inspiring ELT 

Professional Award 
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